DEGREE COURSE REGULATIONS, 2018
BACHELOR OF MEDICINE – B.MED.
PREAMBLE
The EDU has the ambition to become the world’s leading digital college in the field of medical education, unlocking the
vast potential of its innovative combination of online education with a global reach and local, decentralised clinical
residencies.
The EDU is bound by the principles of excellence, innovation, transparency, continuous learning and professionalism. Its
education creates and fosters a diverse community, committed to the care of patients, inspired to leadership in
evidence-based medicine.
The Bachelor of Medicine is a Degree Course that holds itself to the highest standards of teaching excellence, reinforced
through regular internal and external evaluations.

CITATION AND INTERPRETATION
1.
(1) These regulations may be cited as:
the Bachelor of Medicine – B.Med. – Degree Course Regulations, 2018.
(2) In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires –
“the IHE” means the EDU;
“the Dean” means the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine;
“the Course” means the Course leading to the Degree of Bachelor of Medicine;
“the Degree” means the Degree of Bachelor of Medicine – B.Med.;
“the Faculty” means the Faculty of Medicine; and
“the Council” means the Council of the IHE.

APPLICABILITY
2.

These regulations shall be applicable to courses starting in October 2018 or later.

ELIGIBILITY FOR DEGREE
3.

To be eligible for the award of the Degree, students must:
(a) be registered as regular students in the Course in terms of the Admission Regulations of the IHE;
(b) satisfy the Special Course Requirements in accordance with regulation 4;
(c) complete the course of studies, qualify in the examinations and the Bachelor thesis, and satisfy any other
requirements as prescribed in these regulations; and
(d) satisfy any other requirements prescribed in any other relevant statutes and regulations of the IHE.
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ADMISSION AND SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
4.
(1) Excellent medical education has to live up to the highest of expectations by students, patients and society at large.
At the same time organizational restrictions at the IHE mean that only the best qualified candidates can be offered a
place of study. Thus, every applicant to the Course shall pass through an admission process and get ranked based
on an application score, as detailed in the Admissions Handbook. An application fee shall be charged for
participation in the application process.
(2) The Dean may limit the number of students that may be admitted to the Course. In such circumstances, the
Admission Board, after approval of the Council, shall define the application and admission process. Applications are
accepted for three admission rounds per year, with application deadlines transparently communicated. The study
places available for each round of admission will be distributed among the applicants with the highest application
score. In the instance that an applicant fails to accept the study offer within the allocated timeframe or rejects the
study offer, the study place will be offered to the next eligible applicant with the highest score.
(3) Applicants who apply for admission to the Course must, besides satisfying the requirements for admission as
regular students in terms of the Admission Regulations, satisfy the following Special Course Requirements:
(e) be in possession of a pass in every subject taken in the school leaving certificate;
(f) demonstrate proficiency not only in the language of instruction of the IHE, but also in the working language of
(g) the preferred teaching hospital to be assigned by the IHE;
(h) declare his or her willingness to travel to the preferred teaching hospital during clinical rotations;
(i) state that he or she participates in the Course out of his own volition; and
(j) successfully complete all phases of the admission process.
(4) The admission process shall test not only the cognitive abilities of the candidates, but also their communicative,
empathic and social abilities. Previous professional training in a medical profession or voluntary work shall be
considered in the selection process. Age, gender, religion and ethnicity shall not have any impact on any decision
made. Applicants shall be required to attend a structured interview, aptitude test and/or examination. Experienced
interviewers shall be appointed by the Dean and be specially trained for this occasion. Assessment discrepancies
shall be resolved by the Dean.
(5) At the beginning of their first clinical rotation, students are required to undergo an occupational health assessment
in their respective teaching hospital. Students may be required to demonstrate adequate vaccination protection
before admission to clinical rotations, as detailed in the Student Handbook. Students who do not fulfil this
requirement may be barred from being admitted to or from progressing with their studies. Failure to disclose
information to the hospital’s occupational health service about a physical or mental health problem that could
affect patient safety shall be considered to be a serious breach of the IHE Code of Conduct.
(6) Under exceptional circumstances, accepted applicants may defer entry, provided that there are spots available at
the preferred teaching hospitals during the dates in question and that there are no changes in the entry
requirements for that date. Such a deferral shall be granted on a case by case basis by the Admission Board.

AIMS OF THE COURSE
5.
(1) The Course has the following aims. These aims shall be attained, and the necessary qualifications proven, by
adequate assessments, both during and after the theoretical and practical phases of the Course:
a) Train a generation of medical students that combines technical skills with empathetic care for patients;
b) Integrate clinical expertise, patient’s values and best available evidence;
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c)
d)

Foster empowered and engaged communities of health workers to promote innovations and use of evidence;
Build a curriculum based on evidence-based medicine, collaborative learning and patient centricity.

(2) The IHE provides its students with the academic and social infrastructure necessary for them to flourish. The IHE
stands by its students to help them overcome any obstacle that may stand between them and their study-goals.

COURSE DURATION AND STRUCTURE
6.
(1) The Course shall consist of nine modules over a period of three years and concludes with a Bachelor thesis. Each
module shall combine individual and collaborative learning, as well as theoretical and practical approaches. These
learning modes are complemented by suitable modes of assessment, as detailed in the Module Descriptions.
Cohorts of students shall start their studies on a rolling basis, with several starting-dates available per year.
(2) In exceptional cases as detailed in the Student Handbook, the Dean may allow students to repeat full modules and
also to suspend their studies throughout the whole Course, provided that there are spots available at the preferred
teaching hospital during the dates in question.

PROGRAMME OF STUDY
7.
(1) The Dean shall publish the programme of study, including the Module Descriptions which shall contain learning
objectives for the module, the syllabus, required reading list, grading scheme and module assessment criteria. The
Dean may make any necessary changes to the programme of study as required and will inform the Senate of any
such changes at regular intervals to seek its consent.
(2) The programme of study for the whole Course shall comprise nine modules to each of which 20 ECTS credits are
assigned. Every module shall include a theoretical and a practical phase (clinical rotation), as detailed in the
description for each module on offer during the Course. Each clinical rotation shall have a maximum duration of
four weeks. Additionally, students shall write a Bachelor thesis over the course of their studies to which 10 ECTS
credits shall be assigned.

8. The sensitivity of personal data in the medical context requires special care by all members of the IHE when dealing
with confidential information. This includes data related to student assessments.
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MARK SCHEME FOR THE COURSE
9. During the Course the result in each module shall be published according to the following marks and grades in
descending order of merit:
MARK RANGE
96 – 100%
90 – 95%
86 – 89%
80 – 85%
76 – 79%
70 – 75%
66 – 69%
60 – 65%
00 – 59%

GRADE
A+
A
B+
B
C+
C
D+
D
F

ASSESSMENT AND PROGRESSION IN THE COURSE
10.
(1) The methods of assessment for each module shall be indicated in the Module Description. Every module includes a
series of different assessments throughout both its theoretical and practical phases. Every theoretical phase must
conclude with an exhaustive test. The result in each module shall take into account the concluding test and all other
assessments, as detailed in the Module Description. Assessment dates shall be defined by the Dean. Students shall
be informed of these dates in a timely manner.
(2) To successfully pass a module, a student must both pass the concluding test and earn at least 60% of the total
module points attainable. The concluding test shall cover the main learning objectives of the respective module and
a passing grade is set at 60% (D grade).
(3) Progression into the following module of the Course shall be conditional on passing all previous modules. Students
who fail to pass a module shall be allowed to repeat its concluding test before progressing to the next module.
Should a student fail again to reach a passing grade for the overall module, he or she may progress conditionally
into the next module, during which another repetition of the concluding test in question shall be possible only once
more, after consultation with and permission by the Dean. Students who then still fail to obtain a passing grade for
the overall module, shall not be allowed to continue with the Course. Exceptions to this rule may be granted by the
Dean only under special circumstances.
(4) Attendance and active participation is obligatory for lectures, tutorials, seminars and clinical rotations, and any
other teaching and learning session in whatever mode. The Student Handbook shall define rates for minimum
attendance rates and criteria for active participation. Following consultation with the Pro-Dean of Teaching and the
Module Coordinator concerned, lecturers may then bar a student whose attendance and/or participation in a
module is not satisfactory from being assessed in that module. In such cases a 0 mark and an F grade shall be
assigned and recorded, and the module in question must be repeated at a later date, provided that there are spots
available at the preferred teaching hospital during the dates in question. Exceptions for unforeseen circumstances
that may impede on a student’s attendance or participation shall be detailed in the Student Handbook.
(5) Should a student miss a concluding test without notice or withdraw from it without presenting good cause, the test
shall be considered failed under paragraph (3) of this regulation, a 0 mark and an F grade shall be assigned and
recorded. The same shall be done in cases of cheating and breach of test regulations, as detailed in the Student
Handbook.
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(6) Complaints and requests in all matters relating to assessments and classifications by all parties involved shall be
dealt with by the Assessment Board.

BACHELOR THESIS
11. Over the course of their second and third years students shall write a Bachelor thesis alongside their studies. All
relevant details including the formal requirements and the assessment criteria shall be laid down in the Student
Handbook.

CLASSIFICATION OF THE DEGREE
12.
(1) The classification of the Degree shall be determined by the Assessment Board, composed as follows:
• The Dean as Chairman, or his delegate;
• the Pro-Dean of Teaching; and
• the Head of Assessment.
(2) The Assessment Board shall have the following powers:
(k) classify the Degrees awarded to the students of the Course;
(l) guarantee compliance with all statutes and regulations relevant to assessments;
(m) recommend criteria for the definition of marking schemes and thresholds for passing assessments; and
(n) any other power this regulation may assign to it.
(3) The classification of the Degree shall be based exclusively on the results obtained in every module of the Course and
in the Bachelor thesis. To this end an online personal portfolio for every student is kept current by the IHE.
(4) The Assessment Board shall consult the following guidelines when deciding upon the final classification of the
Degree:
FINAL WEIGHTED AVERAGE MARK
91 – 100%
71 – 90%
60 – 70%

CLASSIFICATION
Pass with Distinction
Pass with Merit
Pass

(5) The Assessment Board, at its own discretion, may award the Degree with a higher classification than that indicated
in paragraph (3) of this regulation to students whose Final Weighted Average Mark is up to three marks less than
the minimum for the classification, provided that all students who obtain the same or a higher Final Weighted
Average Mark within that classification shall be awarded the higher classification. In such cases, the Assessment
Board is required to minute the decision and the justification for it.
(6) The Assessment Board, at its own discretion, may also award a Degree with a lower classification than that
indicated in paragraph (3) of this regulation, provided that all students who obtain the same or a lower Final
Weighted Average mark within that classification shall be awarded the lower classification. In such cases, the
Assessment Board is required to obtain the authorisation of the Dean that shall minute the decision and the
justification for it. The students concerned may appeal to the Dean against the decision within two weeks of the
publication of the final classification. If no satisfactory solution can be reached, the students may appeal to the
Senate.

EDU Tuition and Fees Regulations, 2018
EDU – a Brand of Digital Education Holdings Ltd. | Accredited as a Higher Education Institution
by the National Commission for Further and Higher Education (NCFHE) in Malta | Licence number 2018-010 |
Digital Education Holdings Ltd. | Villa Bighi | Kalkara | KKR 1320 | Malta
Contact: Josef Wallace Galea | www.edu.edu.mt

6

WITHDRAWAL FROM THE COURSE, APPLICANTS WITH PRIOR EXPERIENCE
13. When a student withdraws from the Course either by choice or because of ineligibility to proceed further in terms of
these regulations, the student is entitled to be awarded a transcript of records that lists all ECTS credits obtained
thus far.
14. When a medical student coming from another university applies for admission to a higher module, the Assessment
Board shall decide on the recognition of prior achievements.

REFERENCED HANDBOOKS
15.
(1) The Dean shall draft the Student Handbook, while the Admission Board shall draft the Admissions Handbook. All
Handbooks shall be approved by the Council. The Dean and the Admission Board may make any necessary changes
to their respective handbooks as required and will inform the Council of any such changes at regular intervals to
seek its approval.
(2) During the time until the creation and appointment of the governing bodies, all handbooks shall be drafted and
amended by the (Interim) Council.

CHANGES TO THE DEGREE COURSE REGULATIONS
16.
(1) Once all the governing bodies of the IHE have been lawfully created and the Chancellor duly appointed,
amendments to these regulations shall be adopted by the Senate if proposed by the Dean.
(2) During the time until the creation and appointment of the governing bodies, these Degree Course Regulations shall
only be amended by the (Interim) Council.

ADMISSIONS DURING THE FIRST TWO YEARS OF OPERATIONS OF THE EDU
17. As long as the governing bodies of the IHE are not yet fully operational, it will not be possible to apply these
regulations in their totality. Instead, transitional Degree Course Regulations shall be defined by the (Interim)
Council.
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